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Continuing our Discipleship

PALM SUNDAY MASS LITURGY
When Jesus and his disciples came near Jerusalem, he went to
Bethphage on the Mount of Olives and sent two of them on
ahead. He told them, “Go into the next village, where you will at
once find a donkey and her colt. Untie the two donkeys and bring
them to me. If anyone asks why you are doing that, just say, ‘The
Lord needs them.’ Right away he will let you have the donkeys.”
So, God’s promise came true, just as the prophet had said,
announce to the people of Jerusalem: ‘Your king is coming to you!
He is humble and rides on a donkey He comes on the colt
of a donkey.’” The disciples left and did what Jesus had told them
to do. They brought the donkey and its colt and put their cloaks on
them. Then Jesus got on. Many people spread clothes in the road,
while others put down branches which they had cut from
trees. Some people walked ahead of Jesus and others followed
behind. They were all shouting, “Hosanna for the Son of David!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!” When Jesus came to Jerusalem, everyone
in the city was excited and asked, “Who can this be?” The crowd
answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Matthew 21: 1-11
PENITENTIAL RITE
ACT OF CONTRITION
O God, from the depth of my heart I am sorry for sinning against
You. Through my sins I have turned away from You, displeased You
and offended You. I promise to confess my sins, to do penance and
with Your grace to amend my life by following You closely and
keeping Your commandments.
ENTRANCE HYMN
Daniel 12: 2-3
C: Open wide the door gates. Lift high the ancient portals. The
King of glory enters, who is the King of glory? He is God, the
mighty Lord.
R: Hosanna in the highest. Blessed are You Who are have come to
us so rich in love and mercy. Hosanna in the highest.
C: Lord, for us Your wounds were suffered.
R: O Christ Jesus, have mercy on us.
without end. Amen.
KYRIE
Lord, have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray. [pause briefly] Almighty God, Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, you have given Your Son as the Savior of the human
race and a model of humility. He fulfilled Your will by becoming
man and giving His life on the cross. Guide our minds by His truth
and strengthen our lives by the example of His death
that we may live in union with You in the New Jerusalem.
We ask this through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading
Isaiah 50: 4-7
The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might
know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them.
Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear; and I have
not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who
beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did
not shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord GOD is my help;
therefore, I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing
that I shall not be put to shame.
Responsorial Psalm
R: My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

Psalm 22

All who see me scoff at me; they mock me with parted lips, they
wag their heads: “He relied on the LORD; let him deliver him,
let him rescue him, if he loves him.” R:
Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers closes in upon
me; They have pierced my hands and my feet; I can count all my
bones. R:
They divide my garments among them, and for my vesture they
cast lots. But you, O LORD, be not far from me; O my help, hasten
to aid me. R:
I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the midst of the
assembly I will praise you: “You who fear the LORD, praise him;
all you descendants of Jacob, give glory to him; revere him, all you
descendants of Israel!” R:

Second Reading
Philippians 2: 6-11
Brothers and Sisters:
Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied
himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and
found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Because of
this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.
Lenten Acclamations.
Philippians 2: 8-9
Glory and praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
Christ became obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on
him the name which is above every name.
Glory and praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
Gospel

Matthew 26: 14-27: 66

The Passion of the Lord
It is recommended that you take your bible and read the Gospel
passage. It is not printed here because of the length of the passion.
PALM SUNDAY REFLECTIONS
In today’s liturgy we face quite a contrast of experiences and
emotions. We begin our celebration listening to the story of Jesus
being welcomed into Jerusalem with great joy and exultation!
“Hosanna!” they cried out. “Hosanna in the Highest!” Jesus was
treated as He should have been treated. People were excited to see
Him and there was much excitement. But this excitement quickly
turned to shock and horror as we enter more deeply into today’s
readings. The Gospel culminates with Jesus hanging on the Cross
crying out “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” And with that, “Jesus gave a loud cry and
breathed his last.” At this moment we must kneel in silence as we
meditate the reality of Christ’s death.
How things can change in one short week. What happened to all
the people who were shouting and praising Him as He entered into

Jerusalem? How could they allow Him to enter into this
Crucifixion and death?
The deepest answer to this question is one that we may not expect.
The answer is that the Father willed it. The Father willed, by His
permissive will, that so many would turn on Him, abandon Him
and allow Him to be crucified. This is so very important to
understand. At any time during that first Holy Week, Jesus could
have exercised His divine power and refused to embrace His
Cross. But He didn’t. Instead, He willingly walked through this
week anticipating and embracing the suffering and rejection He
received. And He didn’t do so begrudgingly or even with regret.
He embraced this week willingly, choosing it as His own will.
Why would He do such a thing? Why would He choose suffering
and death? Because in the Father’s perfect wisdom, this suffering
and death was for a greater purpose. God chose to confound the
wisdom of the world by using His own suffering and crucifixion as
the perfect means of our holiness. In this act, He transformed the
greatest evil into the greatest good.
Now, as a result of our faith in this act, here at Holy Family the
crucifix hangs centrally in sanctuary parish and even in our homes
as a constant reminder that not even the greatest of evils can
overcome the power, wisdom and love of God. God is more
powerful than death itself and God has the final victory even when
all seems lost. Let this week give you divine hope. So often we can
be tempted toward discouragement and, even worse, we can be
tempted toward despair. Especially in this time of the pandemic.
But all is not lost for us either. Nothing can ultimately steal away
our joy unless we let it. No hardship, no burden and no illness can
conquer us if we remain steadfast in Christ Jesus letting Him
transform all we endure in life by His glorious embrace of His own
Cross.
Reflect, today, upon the contrast of emotions from Palm Sunday
through Good Friday. Ponder the fear, confusion and despair that
many would have had as they saw Jesus murdered. Reflect, also,
upon this being a divine act by which the Father permitted this
grave suffering so as to use it for the greatest good ever known.
The Lord gave His life freely and calls you to do the same. Reflect
upon the cross in your life. Know that the Lord can use this for
good, bringing forth an abundance of mercy through your free
embrace as you offer it to Him as a willing sacrifice. Blessed Holy
Week! Put your eyes upon the Lord’s Cross as well as your own.

NICENE CREED
I believe in One God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.
I believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation He
came down from heaven; by
the power of the Holy Spirit He was born of the Virgin Mary,
AND BECAME MAN.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death
and was buried.
On the third day He rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His
kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life who proceeds
from the Father. With the Father and the Son, He is worshipped and
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic church. I acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
GENERAL INTERCESSION
Celebrant: Our King has entered His city. Our palms and
cries of homage fade away, as the words of the Gospel tell the
story of His suffering and death. Let us bring our prayers to
the Father through the Son He gave up for us, with love
beyond comprehension.
L: Our response is “Lord hear our prayers”
For the National Catholic Church following the Savior during Holy
Week, let us pray to the Lord.
For our nation as we are experiencing the pandemic and to the
health care and first responder’s safety, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who are suffering mental, physical or spiritual anguish,
let us pray to the Lord.
For the Spirit of penance, reflection, and gratitude during the
special holy days, let us pray to the Lord.

For an increase in Sacred Vocation in our Church, let us pray to the
Lord.
For our sick, and elderly who cannot worship with us because of
their physical disabilities let us pray to the Lord.
For the gentle repose of all the faithful departed, let us pray to the
Lord.
Celebrant: Lord and Father, with serene courage Your Son
went forth to die for us. Grant us a share in His strength as we
bring these prayers before you. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.
OFFERTORY VERSE
Insult has broken my heart, and I am weak; I looked for
compassion, but there was none, for comforters, but found none.
Instead they put gall in my food; for my thirst they gave me
vinegar.
Psalm 69:21-22
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
Heavenly Father, may the suffering and death of Your Son, Jesus
make us pleasing to You. Alone we can do nothing, but may this
perfect sacrifice win us mercy and love. We ask this through the
same Jesus Christ, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. Amen.
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Most loving Jesus, I adore You in the Most Blessed Sacrament, in
Which You are truly present. I love You above all things and I long
for You in my soul. Since I cannot receive You sacramentally, I ask
You to come spiritually into my heart and heal my soul. I embrace
You and unite myself with You; may I never be separated from You.
Inflame my heart with the fire of Your love, my Lord and Savior.

COMMUNION VERSE
Father, if this cup cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be
done.
Matthew 25: 42
PRAYER AFTER SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
Let us pray. [pause briefly] All Loving Father, You have satisfied
our hunger with this Sacred Banquet. The death of Your Son gives
us hope and strengthens our faith. May His resurrection give us
perseverance and lead us to salvation.
We ask this through the same Jesus Christ, Who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
PRAYER IN TIME OF NATIONAL ANXIETY
Let us pray. I come to You, Lord, in this time of uncertainty and
confusion that has gripped our nation. I pray that our leaders and
representatives in government are filled with Your peace, strength and
courage. May your gifts of wisdom and understanding, fortitude and
counsel be sought and utilized by them for the well-being of our
country. By their belief and trust in You may they provide capable
leadership, promote unity and peace, and be attentive to the concerns
of our people. May Your Church provide support and comfort; and
help strengthen our hope for peace through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE ANGELUS – ASKING THE INTERCESSION
OF OUR BLESSED MOTHER
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.
Hail Mary …
V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to your word.
Hail Mary…
V. And the Word was made Flesh.
R. And dwelt among us.
Hail Mary …
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of
Christ.
Let us pray. O Lord, we ask You, pour forth Your grace
into our hearts; that we, to whom the incarnation of

Christ, Your Son, was made known by the message of an
angel, may by His passion and cross be brought to the
glory of His Resurrection. We ask this through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
In the name of the Father and of the Son of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
This Week
Sunday, April 5, 2020
Palm Sunday
Holy Mass
9:00 A.M.
There will be the blessings of palms during Holy Mass and
the palms can be picked up in the vestibule after Mass for
your convenience between 10 A.M. to 12:00 Noon
Thursday, April 9, 2020
Holy Thursday
Holy Mass
7:00 P.M.
The Holy Mass of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated as
usual with a few changes. The Reception of Oils will not be
celebrated nor the Mandatum (Washing of Feet). The
ciborium will be taken to the side altar of the repose and
only one altar will be stripped (altar on which the Mass was
celebrated).
Friday, April 10, 2020
Good Friday
Mass of the Pre-Sanctified
12 Noon
The Veneration of the Cross will be modified where it will
not be placed in the center of the Church for veneration. The
ciborium will be returned to the Altar of Repose. (The
monstrance will not be publicly displayed nor will there be a
symbolic grave. If you wish to be present for adoration, keep
the recommended social distancing from each other.
Private adoration will be from Noon till 3:00 P.M. Lenten
devotional materials and bibles will be available. All
materials will be disinfected for your safety. There will be
no other services conducted during the day.

Saturday, April 11, 2020
Holy Saturday
Holy Saturday Liturgy
11:00 A.M.
The blessings will be abbreviated. There will be no blessing
of the new fire outside the Church, but a simple taper will be
lit, and the incense nails will be blessed in the vestibule. The
New Light will be brought into the Church and the blessing
of the Paschal Candle followed by the blessing of water.
(Baptismal water will not be blessed). Keeping with social
distancing recommendations, Easter baskets should be
placed away from each other.
Sunday, April 12, 2020
Easter Sunday
Mass of the Resurrection
8:30 A.M.
There will be no procession just the Easter Mass of the
Resurrection will be celebrated. Easter baskets may be
blessed after Mass.
These are the recommendations from the Prime Bishop and
the Bishops of the church. The Church doors will be open
for all the celebrations, but it is recommended to stay home
or keep a social distance if attending the liturgy.
Always check our website www.hfpncc.org or Holy Family
National Catholic Church Facebook page for added
information or changes.
Homemade Chocolate Easter Eggs Are Still Available
Eggs can be purchased in the vestibule on Palm
Sunday between 10 A.M. to 12 Noon; Good
Friday from 10:00 A.M. to Noon before the
Mass of the Pre-Sanctified; Holy Saturday after
the Blessings and Easter Sunday from 9:30
A.M. to 10:30 A.M in the vestibule. There are various
varieties of ½ lb. Milk Chocolate & Dark Chocolate Easter
Eggs for sale. Price is $10.00.

Palm Sunday Word Search

Parish Service Projects
There are three ongoing community service projects going
on this Lenten Season: Witness Bags filled with toiletries
by the Youth; Food Drive: “Roll Away the Stone of
Hunger” by PNU Branch 132 and Clothing Drive headed
by Dave Kost to be distributed to the homeless. Choose
the one that interests you as we reach out into our
communities as we feed the hungry and clothe the naked.
Increasing our discipleship in response to the Covid 19
outbreak
1. Increased time in prayer and fasting
2. Sending cards and letters to those nursing homes
that cannot have visitors
3. Calling to checking in and pray with family
members, friends and neighbors
4. Going shopping for our older brothers and sisters
and those in need
5. Sewing Masks for First Responders
6. Increase almsgiving with donations of Blood,
money and food to local food pantries. (see our

Spojnia Branch 132 “Roll Away the Stone of
Hunger”)
7. Keeping Social Distancing to help stop the spread
of this virus
8. Thinking of service and others before yourself –
following the example of Jesus washing the feet of
others (Think Youth Witness Bags and Dave
Kost’s clothing drive)
9. Using online conferencing such as Zoom to have
online worship and prayer with the faithful that
allows their participation such as Stations of the
Cross, Sorrowful Lamentations, Liturgy of the
Hours and the Litany of the Passion.
10.Streaming various Holy Masses on Facebook and
You Tube. PNCC Facebook where Prime Bishop
Mikovsky will celebrate Mass or the BuffaloPittsburgh Diocese Website where Bishop Mack
will be celebrating Mass.
Graduates
Although we are at a quarantine
lockdown, Holy Family still wants to
honor the 2020 High School and
College Graduates. Please send Fr.
Bruce your name and a list of awards and achievements.
The Official Publication of the Polish National Catholic
Church, GOD’S FIELD - ROLA BOŻA, is published
monthly for the U.S. @ $48.00 a year subscription.
Make checks out to God’s Field and send to Polish
National Catholic Church 1006 Pittston Avenue
Scranton, PA 18505-4109. To access the current
publication, go to www.pncc.org and click on God’s
Field.

Palm Sunday
First Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-7
Responsorial: Psalm 22
Second Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11
Gospel: Matthew 26: 14-27: 66
Key Verse: “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Matthew 21: 9
Reading: Our first reading, the prophet suffers in carrying out his
mission. But he is sustained by the firm belief that God will not
abandon him. Paul wrote to the Philippians that because Jesus
took on himself our human condition and accepted death on a
cross, the Father has raised Him up and made Him Lord of heaven
and earth.
Reflecting: On Palm Sunday the long reading of the Passion
dominates the celebration, and in a sense its meaning is obvious.
Do not allow this, however, to detract from the other readings,
which give the vital context necessary for understanding the
Passion as more than just a long story. It is our story - the tale of
how God achieved OUR salvation by the supreme sacrifice of
Jesus Christ on the cross. St. Matthew shows the passion as
fulfilling the prophecies of Scripture and portrays Jesus, because of
His foreknowledge and free decision, as being incomplete control
of the situation,
Praying: Father, grant through the death and resurrection of Your
Son, we may be able to die to our sins and rise to newness of life.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Station of the Cross-Lenten Home Devotion
Opening Prayer: God of power and mercy, in love you sent your
Son that we might be cleansed of sin and live with you forever
.Bless us as we gather to reflect on his suffering and death that we
may learn from his example
the way we should go. We ask this through that same Christ, our
Lord.
The First Station: Jesus is condemned to die.
Jesus stands in the most human of places. He has already
experienced profound solidarity with so many on this earth, by
being beaten and tortured. Now he is wrongfully condemned to
punishment by death. His commitment to entering our lives
completely begins its final steps. He has said "yes" to God and
placed his life in God's hands. We follow him in this final
surrender, and contemplate with reverence each place along the
way, as he is broken and given for us.
The Second Station: Jesus Carries His Cross.
Jesus is made to carry the cross on which he will die. It represents
the weight of all our crosses. What he must have felt as he first
took it upon his shoulders! With each step he enters more deeply
into our human experience. He walks in the path of human misery
and suffering and experiences its crushing weight.
The Third Station: Jesus Falls the First Time.
The weight is unbearable. Jesus falls under it. How could he enter
our lives completely without surrendering to the crushing weight
of the life of so many on this earth! He lays on the ground and
knows the experience of weakness beneath unfair burdens. He
feels the powerlessness of wondering if he will ever be able to
continue. He is pulled up and made to continue.
The Fourth Station: Jesus Meets His Mother.
Jesus' path takes him to a powerful source of his strength to
continue. All his life, his mother had taught him the meaning of
the words, "Behold, the handmaid of the Lord." Now they look
into each other's eyes. How pierced-through her heart must be!
How pained he must be to see her tears! Now, her grace-filled
smile blesses his mission and stirs his heart to its depth. Love and
trust in God bind them together.

The Fifth Station: Simon Helps Jesus Carry His Cross.
Jesus even experiences our struggle to receive help. He is made to
experience the poverty of not being able to carry his burden alone.
He enters into the experience of all who must depend upon others
to survive. He is deprived of the satisfaction of carrying this
burden on his own.
The Sixth Station: Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus.
Jesus' journey is at times brutal. He has entered into the terrible
experiences of rejection and injustice. He has been whipped and
beaten. His face shows the signs of his solidarity with all who have
ever suffered injustice and vile, abusive treatment. He encounters
a compassionate, loving disciple who wipes the vulgar spit and
mocking blood from his face. On her veil, she discovers the image
of his face - his gift to her. And, for us to contemplate forever.
The Seventh Station: Jesus Falls the Second Time.
Even with help, Jesus stumbles and falls to the ground. In deep
exhaustion he stares at the earth beneath him. "Remember, you are
dust and to dust you will return." He has seen death before. Now
he can feel the profound weakness of disability and disease and
aging itself, there on his knees, under the weight of his cross.

The Eighth Station: Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem.
The women of Jerusalem, and their children, come out to comfort
and thank him. They had seen his compassion and welcomed his
words of healing and freedom. He had broken all kinds of social
and religious conventions to connect with them. Now they are
here to support him. He feels their grief. He suffers, knowing he
can't remain to help them more in this life. He knows the mystery
of facing the separation of death.
The Ninth Station: Jesus Falls the Third Time.
This last fall is devastating. Jesus can barely proceed to the end.
Summoning all this remaining strength, supported by his inner
trust in God, Jesus collapses under the weight of the cross. His
executioners look at him as a broken man, pathetic yet paying a
price he deserves. They help him up so he can make it up the hill
of crucifixion.

The Tenth Station: Jesus is Stripped.
Part of the indignity is to be crucified naked. Jesus is completely
stripped of any pride. The wounds on his back are torn open again.
He experiences the ultimate vulnerability of the defenseless. No
shield or security protects him. As they stare at him, his eyes turn
to heaven.
The Eleventh Station: Jesus is Nailed to the Cross.
Huge nails are hammered through his hands and feet to fix him on
the cross. He is bleeding much more seriously now. As the cross
is lifted up, the weight of his life hangs on those nails. Every time
he struggles to pull himself up to breathe, his ability to cling to life
slips away.
The Twelfth Station: Jesus Dies on The Cross.
Between two criminals, a mocking title above his head, with only
Mary and John and Mary Magdalene to support him, Jesus
surrenders his last breath: "Into your hands I commend my spirit."
The Thirteenth Station: Jesus Is Taken Down from The Cross.
What tender mourning! Jesus' lifeless body lays in his mother's
arms. He has truly died. A profound sacrifice, complete.
The Fourteenth Station: Jesus Is Laid in The Tomb.
They take the body of Jesus to its resting place. The huge stone
over the tomb is the final sign of the permanence of death. In this
final act of surrender, who would have imagined this tomb would
soon be empty or that Jesus would show himself alive to his
disciples, or that they would recognize him in the breaking of
bread? Oh, that our hearts might burn within us, as we realize how
he had to suffer and die so as to enter into his glory, for us.
Closing Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, your passion and death is the
sacrifice that unites earth and heaven and reconciles all people to
You. May we who have faithfully reflected on these mysteries
follow in Your steps and so come to share Your glory in heaven
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit one
God, for ever and ever.

Dedicate your Lenten Prayers for emergency
responders and health care workers.

